
RE: AUSTRALIAN VACCINATION NETWORK INC. (AVN)

Dear Mr Bandt,

It has now been more than a month since my last attempt to communicate with Greens leader, Senator Milne, about your
party's attack on our organisation (please see the three short emails included below). As I have received no response 
from her, I now contact you as deputy leader in the hope that we may be able to address the issue.

Members of the AVN were perplexed by Senator Di Natale's speech, delivered in June, where he condemned us and 
called for our silencing. It was based on hearsay and he made no effort to contact us to confirm any of it. His statements 
were wrong and they have caused much distress for many caring and decent members of the community. 

AVN members often see error-riddled stories about their organisation in the tabloid press. Unfortunately they are 
increasingly finding their way into more reputable sources, such as the ABC, recently. We have found it difficult to 
address these, other than attempting to respond and lodging complaints. The stories are initiated by a vicious group bent
on doing all it can to smear us and, eventually, force us to close. I'm sure, as a Green, you can relate in some way to this
kind of irrational and sometimes merciless treatment.

One thing we were not prepared for was an ill-founded attack from the Greens. At the very least we expected a typical 
Greens representative would be guided by integrity: that contacting an organisation to check the story would be the first 
step to take. I'm sure Senator Di Natale is by now at least partly aware of the errors in his speech. 

But to err is human. And the damage caused by this can surely be mended with genuine discussion. As I expressed to 
Senator Di Natale, many of our members are aligned with Greens philosophy. They would react positively to a genuine 
attempt to resolve this issue. I urge you to meet with us and learn what the AVN, and those who represent it, are truly 
about. Please do not rely on hearsay or the impression you may have gained via media stories. 

As disappointing as this experience has been, we extend our hand in conciliation. This is not about differing views on 
vaccination; those have existed for hundreds of years and will continue into the future. It's about exercising care when 
wielding privileged power. And when that fails it's about being fair to us. It's about responding to our emails. It's about 
giving us an opportunity to defend ourselves after your attack. 

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

Greg Beattie
President
Australian Vaccination Network Inc.
Ph: 0400 045504

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Greg Beattie <pcmedics.au@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Jun 28, 2013 at 10:31 AM
Subject: Re: Australian Vaccination Network
To: "senator.milne" <senator.milne@aph.gov.au>

Dear Senator Milne

In my last phone contact with your office I indicated we would be releasing information on the following day, as we had 
been receiving an avalanche of queries as to what was happening. I was assured 'someone' from your office would 
phone me before the day was out. No one did.

I have now written a public blog which can be read here: http://nocompulsoryvaccination.com/2013/06/28/are-greens-
showing-their-true-colours/ 

Our members and supporters await your response on this extremely important issue.

Regards

Greg Beattie
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On Tue, Jun 25, 2013 at 8:55 PM, Greg Beattie <pcmedics.au@gmail.com> wrote:

Dear Senator Milne

A quick follow-up from my previous email:

I have just had a phone conversation with Senator Di Natale. It started out with me asking how he had 
formed his view of the AVN. He appeared to be quite ill-informed. I invited him to get to know more about 
us. He started insisting I was "too angry" to carry on a conversation with, and asked me to calm down. I 
was perplexed to hear this. He then went as far as claiming I was screaming at him. Finally he hung up on 
me.

I was not angry and certainly not screaming. I was calm throughout. I have a recording of my voice for the 
entire conversation (which I'm happy to share with you) and not once was there even a hint of anger, let 
alone any screaming. I tried the whole time to have a constructive and friendly conversation with him. On 
the other end, Senator Di Natale kept talking over the top of me, making unsubstantiated claims, and even 
questioned my honesty about the AVN. 

After he hung up on me a thought occurred. Anyone listening to him speaking on the phone and hearing 
him say "calm down" etc would have been convinced that the person on the other end was being abusive. 
This was clearly not true, as evidenced by the recording. I'm disturbed that a Senator would feign distress 
in such a way and hang up on a genuine phone call. Was this an intentional stunt? Was he relating this 
fabrication to others in your office? 

I had sincerely hoped to deal with the issue in a constructive manner. It is one we should be able to 
discuss in a mature fashion. It doesn't help when a genuine phone call is portrayed as abusive. We who 
represent the AVN understand that many people form their opinions of us primarily from the media. 
However it would not be an exaggeration to say that sections of the media have engaged in a dirty and 
untruthful campaign against the AVN. I would sincerely like to clear up some of the misconceptions about 
our group and ensure that people who talk about us do so in a properly informed manner. To have a 
Senator making such ill-informed representations and showing no interest in learning more about our 
organisation is disappointing.

The AVN has in the past enjoyed a positive relationship with the Greens. I am hoping we may be able to 
restore some of that with your assistance. Either way I do believe that we can at least carry on a civil 
conversation about any genuine differences we have. I look forward to your response.

Regards

Greg Beattie

On Tue, Jun 25, 2013 at 3:57 PM, Greg Beattie <pcmedics.au@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear Senator Milne

I have just now learned of comments made in parliament by Greens Senator Richard Di Natale concerning
our organisation. In particular a motion that the Senate call on AVN to "immediately disband and cease 
their harmful and unscientific scare campaign against vaccines".

Speaking to News Ltd later he was reported as saying "I think it is important that we take them on, that the 
community recognise them as a group that is actively harming kids".

I have contacted Senator Di Natale's office and requested a return phone call to discuss the matter. I am 
concerned that certain Green Party figures are mounting an ill-informed campaign to discredit our 
organisation and would appreciate speaking with you about this at your earliest convenience. 

I look forward to hearing from you. I can be contacted by phone on 0400 045504.

Regards

Greg Beattie
President, Australian Vaccination Network Inc.
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